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OF THE | Te Warrants cutstanding vot 


advertised 


Interest on sams to Jan 1 79 , 


, Warrants called for os ; 

[ l Ter Lor of 1 fI] tal 0 Inte est on (b * same pun 
Ten ner o nt bon 

5 tng not advertia : 

۱ , Ten rer cent b n sc.ll d fur 


redemption 


Pillow Citizens of the O £ res 
1, 1879 . 
O ouncil and House of V, 1, 1819 


Belore entering. fully upon the dutieg ot | Total Mabilic.es 


fati : 
wears ios i {hessesrion, I invite your at- ay Assets of the Territory. 
, on tothe financial and gener balance ip Warrant Fund,$ 2343 59 
ion of the Teuntory. general condi- do. Forty per cent ring 
erant of tt e وه وموم‎ b 
1878 Y Conntt for 1877 and du. = Staking tuad 
s sho «log 1807 80 of «snessme.it of 1878 over go. Ter Schoul Fund 


uye 1877 
Ber b for collection 

taverheug| x97. 999 (6 os 1823 ‘31 hs 0) 
iu 598 722 00 * 845 850 M 8 Y D Total Assets 


utr. 329 721 0)! — 936 435 1 y 
Bier o PEE a ak A ura K: 2 196 8 Met registered indebtedness 
8 E بې‎ 84100 119۱000 395,23 op "Total registered debt, Jan 
Er 405603 15) — 664901| — 9076215 do do do 
mE Ol'r& 2,916 T6 0 277540! — 198.795 09 
on 1790 662 00} 1 631 (10 159652 9; Decrease of debt for the year 1878 , 


ear'er , 867 994 بو‎ 782 081 
soula 647,189 00 535,711 pn 00 


Totale — [$12777,0:8 45111 198,574 $1083 174 ده‎ 


¥ 5 creas sin assessm-nt of 1878 over 
7 eee - $1552,154 45 


Number and vali“ of sto Assessed for 1878 


Animals umb or Value 
mem 743 j 
4 eo 3. 48| 81, 
Eyes | ial gare 
1 e, uuclass ü2d,allages| 214 ol 24 1 161 8 
ga . M : 6,4601 32 907 Ov 
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REVENUE 
Receipts of revenue by count {es for 1877 and 1878, 
Revenue 
re ‘ved, 1377. 1878 ltncraase De- 


Cres'e 


averbead .| $3,551 76) $3 979 30 
sister 7 : i 8 es 8 
8 
Kaihea | TOR Usa 
Missoula .....1. 2554 001 29.49] — 46 Sil 


Totala... .| Bree va $61 952 و‎ 


PY" gran 


:1ücreage tor iis 7 
0۵۱0۱8 from al! other sources f DTI S 1 
ع2‎ 0-01 from all aourons nee OF 1878. e ol E. 


0۰۱78 from proceeds of warrants , 
Boomer a.d Auditor fur exp ad br 
‘enitentinty sud Insane Asylum. .... 90944 35 


me 


y, December 81, 1878, 


٤ on bonds to January 


Estates of deceased 
unelatmed by heirs pon 
———-—— $107,950 39 


Peuttentiury 6 


due frum ox-Trea- 
surer W.G Sd ‘ards.of Mim 


uu w In 10018 Oo., $922 82, leas 10 
1877 O easa «e t District Atturney's (tos 
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UC 


Total Indebtedness of the Several Counties o 


Montana Territory, March 1, 1877, showing In- 
crease orDecreuse us compared with the Year 
ending March 1, 1876. 


Total In- | Tote) In- 
Counties. à- btedness |debteoness,| Increase. | Decrease 
Maren 1, "7| March 1, ‘76 


B averhea t $20 118 88 $4,267 88! $16,865 601 .. ٥ .. 
Choteau F 82 55 56,8291] . s £2,617 16 
Ouster "n P è 
Deer Lodge 41114 7 81610 07 . .. 44 0 
Gelatin., 42 151 99 61407 88). . . .. 9,52 89 
Jefferson $3740 12] DG‘ 41]... á 1,058 19 
16918 and Clarke . 147 119 ‘8 186747 D4 482 19) ..... 
Madison . 82 801 91 6,400] 21,841 8) ...... 
Meagher 84010 00] 31,419 24 ,. 849 99 
Missoula .. . .. 101,164 90! — 92,190 89 9,028 01]..... wee 
من‎ ART cares متته َد نے‎ Seco 
Totals $021,125 05} $492,198 T8] $47,147 50 $18,216 16 


Net 1 crease of indebtedness from March 1, 1-16, to March 1, 
18:7 vx t e ots cs .. $28.081 82 
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Montana 'Perritory, March 1, 1878, Showing 
the Increase or Decrease as Compared with) 
the year Ending March 1, 1877. 


Totalip- | Tofe'in- | Increase | Decrease 


Counties. debtednes sidebtedn: s r over from 
Murch 1, "8| Murch 1, 77 181. 1811, 

P —— Ha amma m ——nÜ— | سض نے‎ | m سد کے وریپ ہے )| م لبد هوه‎ 
Beaveabrad .. . $288 18901 £20,163 85 $8,747 921... veces 
Choteau.. ... . | 412111 ° 8225 05 E90 Ol... suu. 
Custer.. tee LI ۰ ۰ يپ ریس‎ ٢ fee ۰ ee € etone owe ere ewe 
beer Lodge . . 45 817 85 4114 OT اوا‎ $1.887 8 
Gali un... a eé 83 10 27 4.1 4 ډو‎ k ae 6,854 0 
Jefferson... ... -| 681107 76! F840 1 


21 ^74 
Lewis & Clarke... ...6} 116075 29} 187119 TB... ٠٠ 21,104 44 
bon..... oe 82 411 67 t2 801 91 114 7 baseeeers oon 


Meagher...... .... 83.457 66| 84170 00 ‘a 
وو 101,84 00 101,862 | نن قلتانسااظ‎ 491 AON, cor سه‎ 


Totals -ee sse rerl SAUDI AUI EAL O ١ 3591 وقه قو امه‎ 1Y 


Net decrease of indebtedness fron March 1, "7710 March? 73, 498 ATO 
Tc tal indebtedness of the sevora) counties Maroh 1,1573, $494,017 41. 
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Sle law in relation to listing property. 
for taxation should be amended, requiring 
County Assessors to call upon every ci izen 
to list his property for taxation, and if he 
el»ims to have none, either on his own 8C- 
eount or tor others, subject to taxation, he 
should be required by the Assessor, under 
@ severe penalty, to make oath to the truth 
ef bis statement, and the same should be 
returned by the Aesessor with his property | 
Hetsto the County Clerk, And if any per- , 
son whose duty It is to list property or. 
Snakp a return thereot for taxation, shall | 
make s talee return or statement, or shall 
evade taking ۵ return or statemect, the 
County Assessor should bé required to ne- 
certain as near as practicable the true 

amount of personal property, moneys on 

and or on depasit În banks, in stocka, 
pt stock companies or otherwise, credita 
investments that euch parann ought to 
returned. or Hated, to. which smotint 
Prauta add flity per centum and place 

C “Aamo وو‎ tho tax Hitt aud. the [oquity 


il 
it. 
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RES 
should go back as far as the same cali "be. 
traced, not exceeding five years next prior 
' to the year in Which the inquiry is made, 
And if the County Clerk shall hava reason 
to belleve or be informed that any person 
has given to the Assctsor a talee statement 
of the property, mancys on hand or on de 
posit ia banks, or credits, investments in 
bonds, stocks, 0۱66 stock companies or 
otherwise, de that the assessor hag not re- 
turned the full amount required to be ٤ 
ed,or has omitted or made an erroneous 
returo of any property, moneys on hand or 
on deposit m bank, or otherwise, which 
are by laweubjeet to taxation, should be 
required to proceed at any time before final 
settlement with the County Treasurer to 
correct the teturn of the Assessor, and to 
charge such person on the duplicate with 
the proper amount of taxes; to enable him 
to do which he should be authorized aud 
empowered to issue a compulsory process 
and require the attendance of any person 
ur persons whom he may suppose to have 
a knowledge of the articles or value of the 
property, moneys on hand or oa deposit in 
buuka, credita, investments in stocks, ) eint 
stuck companies, or otherwise, and ex «mine 
such person or persons où oath in relation 
to Buch statement or return, And the Clerk 
| should, in all such cases, notify every such 
person before making the entry on the tax 
list and duplicate, that he may have an 
opportunity ta show that his statement or 
return of the Assessor was correct; aad the 
Clerk should be r quired to file fu his office 
4 statement of the facts or eyidence upon 
which he made such correction, — Ia all 
cases 1n Which a person hss made a false 
statement of the amount of property for 
tuxation to evade the payment of taxes in 
whale or in part, the person making such 
false statement should be liable for and 
pay all costa and expenses that may be in 
curred, and 1t not paid should be collected 
before any court baying jurisdiction by 
siut in the nime of the County Commis 
sloners; but in case the statement is found 
correct und no intention to evade the pay 
ment of taxes, the costs and expenses in- 
curred should be paid out of the county 
treasury, on the order of the County Com 
tnisioners, And in case a person refuse 
to appear and tesufy before the County 
Clerk, he should be authorized to apply to 
the Probu e Judge of the county to issue 
4 subpoena for the appearance af such per- 
8^n betore him; and’ f the person so sum 
maned should f-il to appear, or appear and 
refuse to testity, he should be subject to 
the penalties for contempt, ss witnesses in 
actions pending in the Probite Court, | 
The law in relation to County Assessors 
should be amended by which the Assessor, 
with the approval of the Board of County 
Commissioners, should be nuthorized to ap- 


point a deputy to act for him in case of | 
sickness, unavoidable absence, or other | 


Cause, > 

Your attention is earnestly invited to 
the condition-ot the laws tor the assessment 
and collection of taxes, In view of the ue- 
eessity ofa high pire of taxatlon, it op 
pears just and necessary to ail classes that ' 
property of every kied and description, 

! wave public property, should be placed on 
thetax list, and the license tor the sale of 
wine, liquors, tobacco and cigars should be 
increased. 1 think that at least one-half ot 
the expenses incurred in the enforcement 
ot the criminal laws and the punishmeut of 
criminals may be attributed to the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, and while that traffic 
ia not prohibited, is should be compelied 
to contribute to the public revenue in pro- 
portion to the expenses it compels the pub 
lie io incur, 

Experience clearly suggests the wisdom 
of throwiag more safeguards around the 
public moneys, snd to effect this purpose I 
recommend auch legislation ad will compel 
County Treasurers to keep all moneys col- 
lected by them trom all sources in a fire 
and burglar proot safo in their respective 
offices, and nader no circumstances be per- 

; mitted to deposit any of the public mney 
'in banks or with private individuals, or 
loan the aame to any person or persons, 
company ot corporation,« use (he same 
fur his own private benefit, or the private 
benefit of aay other person or persona, com- 
pany or corporation or invest, or uso the 
same in any other way than to safely keep 
the same in the county tressury until. paid 


out accotdiag tu law, And should he re-p) 


fuse to keep the money in the county treas 
ury ot fail to pay out the money according 
to law, he should be deemed guilty of em 
bezzlement aud punished by imprisonment 
in the penitentiary; and the County Com- 
missioners should be authorzed upon as- 
vertaiting that the County Treasurer is 
guilty ot embezzlement to suspend auch 
Treasurer from the performance of the du- 
tles of his office, and appoint another to 
perform the duties of the same; sud they 
should be compelled to arrest and prose- 
cute the l'reustirer charged with embezzle- 
ment, aud should smd Treasurer be acquit 


H 


) 


If officers are permitted to deposit the 
. public funds ın banks or with private in- 
dividuals, with or without interest, it will 
be a temptation to them to use the same 
' for private purposes, The bank failures ia 
the Territory during the past year dces not 
argue favorably to ۵ continuance of the 
present system of depowting the public 
moneys in banks. 

The Caunty Commissioners should, at 
their annual March session, when the state- 
ment of the county indebtedness is made, 
be required to make out a tull and detailed 
statement, showing the amount received in- 
to the Treasury during the preceding year, 
{ aud trom what source; and the amount 
paid out during the »ame period, and for 
what purpose paid out; the amount of 
county warrants issued, and to whom and 
on what account, The statement should 
exhibit yn. detail the transactione of the 
Board of County Commissioners, and should 
be signed by the Board and the Treasurer 
of the County, and be filed in the office ol 
the Olerk of the District Court of the Coun 
ty,on or betore the second Monday ef 
March annually, and the court should be re 
quired at its next term to appoint some 
competent person to examine said state- 
ment and report at its next term whether 
the statement is in all respects correct. and 
in accordance sith law, and what items, it 
any, are illegal, exorbitant or unreasonable 
in amount; and the person go appointed 
should have authority to examine the 
hooks, papers, vouchers and accounts of the 
Treasurers office, and the record of the 
proceedings ef the County Commissioners ; 
to awear nnd examine witnesses under oath, 
and to examine into and report upon all 
matters contained in the settlemen* exhibit 
ot the County Commissioners and Treas 

urer, Im case the exhibit ot settlement 


shows any violation ot law by any county 
officer, the court should be required to or- 
t der the Dietrict Attorney to prosecute euch 
‘officer according to law, A supervisory 
suthority of this character will, [ think, 
insure more vigilance aud care on the part 
of county officers in tne discharge of their 
offi. ial duties, — . 

The reduction of fees aod saluries of dis- 
trict and county officers should receive 
your early attention. More.ot the people's 
meney has been squandered in exorbitant 
fees of county officera than would cancel 
the present indebtedness of every county. 
It is unreasouable ti) assert that it is neces- 
sary to contínde the present scale of fees 
ın order £o secure competent officers. The 
cémpensation of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly is now but one-foprth 
what it was seven years ago, and who will 
insist that the present Legislature is not 

' ihe equal, or the superior, of ita predeces- 


dating offices in the small counties, should 
have been general, includfog in its provis 
ions all the counties, and the tees herety- 
fore allowed reduced at least fifty per cent 
Deer Lodge County paid three thousand, 
two hundred dollars in currency—not in 
‘depreciated warrants— for assessing that 
county in 1878; and Lewis and Clarke 
County paid two thousand, eight bundred 
aud ninety-five dollars and seventy-five 
ceg to her Assessor the same year. [t 
:لات‎ be claimed that the duties required 
ot these officers occupied more than five 
months out of the twelve of their time, and 
yet they each receive more compensation 
than the Jubges or any other officer of the 
United States sersiog in Montana, I do 
not complain of the salaries paid by the 
general Government, but it is but justice to 
the tax«idden people of tha Terntory to 
completo that county officers recive exor- i 
bitant compensation, The allowance ot | 
fifty cents per mile tor t 
ot convicts from the place ot conviction t» | 
the pevitentlary te excessive, and should 
ve reduced at least one buit; and the 
amount paid Sheriffs per diem for beard ol 
persona confined in juila is largely in ex- 
cess of charges for beard at first class 
؛‎ boarding houses. The amount psid by 
counties in the States for such board is 
fitty cente per day ; and the compensation 


t 


Territorial convicts i» but one dollar per 

day, and yet the counties of Montaos are; 
required to pay from one an 
two and one-half dollars per day 


| Probate Courts, and In tact otevery county 
: officer, are‘excessively high and »bould be 
reduced. High fees have caused and will 
continne the present heayy burden of taxa 
tion that is weighing down our people, pur- 
alymng their energies, and checking the 


the Territury. The law making power of 
the Territory is reapincible tor the indebt- 
„edness that now reeta s heavily upon 
people. t 
to convince any one that had the Legisla- 
ture of 1871 reduced tees and salarios ana 
inaugurated such reforma as were 


ted of the crime by a court of nompetent, vq app rant, the Territory aud the serer- 


jurisdiction, be ahould at onos be restored 
to the pasiession @f bia office. 


| اه‎ counties would not to-day require a levy 


sora. "The act of the last session, consoli- |; 


perty ot the people to pay intéfat on the 
debt that a want of proper and necessary 
legishation has bas crested, 

The bonded indebtedness of tho Territo- 
ry bears interest at the rate of ten per cent, 
per annum, payable semi-annually, The 
amount has beem’ reduced to. seventy four 
thousand dollare ($74,000,.) T have secured 
a written proposition from N, 8, Vestel, 
Esq , of Helena, to take the entire 56۰ 
edness of the Territory at six per cent,, free 
from Territorial or county taxation, or eight 
per cent, without exemption from texs- 
tion, Irecommend that thesix per cent, 
proposition be accepted, and that the 
bonds become due and payable ín ten 
years, and payable at the option of the 
Territory after seven years. The present 
outatanding bonds are not taxed because 
they are not held in the Territory; there 
fore we wil! not gain anything by making 

' the new bonda taxable. It is very gratify 
ing to be able to present so tayorable an 
exhibit of the credit aud financial condi 
tion of the Territory, when it will be re- 
membered that tess than seven years ago 

| the Territory wa» paying fifteen per cent, 
per annum on her entire bonded indebted- 
| edness, "Territcri&| warrants sold at par 
on the first day of November jast, tor the 
first time 10 the history of the Terntory, 
and on the first day of the present month 
they sold at 14 per cent, premium. 

The taxes due the Terrhory, quarterly, 
from the several counties are not promptly 
paid by some ot the County Treasurere, al- 
theugb the law provides that the money 

‘shall be transmitted forth with to the Ter- 
ritorial Treasurer, A penalty should be 
provided for the neglect to transmit the 
moaey due the Territory forthwith, atter 
the Board of County Commissioners ascer- 
tains the amount due, The dereliction of 
these officers forces the conclusion that the 


i money is retained for private purposes, 


whale the Territory 18 compelled to pay 
interest on its indebtedness, which the 
| money due from the County Treasurera 
' weuld cancel. . 


County Treastirers are now authorized 
by Jaw to reccive irom tax payera one- 
, fourth. of their county tax in warrants is 
&ued by tha county. It is claımed that 
County Treasureta may retutn in county 
warrants one-fourth ot all the county tax 
collected by them, and obtain credit for tbe 
same in their setrlementa with the County 
,Commissioners, whether the anme were 
‘paid by tax payers or nof, Fairness to 
‘holders of county warrants appears to de- 
mand that the law be so amended as to re- 
‘quire the Board of County Commissioners 
to reject all county warrants returned by 
the Treasurer unless the samo were received 
for taxes and the same of the taxpayer 
and the amount of his taxes be endorsed 
on the warrant so returned, by the Tress- 
urer. 

The contract fer keeping and maintain- 
ing the Territorial convicts io the United 
States Penitentiary at Deer Lodge will ex- 
pire on the firat day ef August next. The 
contract cannot be renewed without saddi- 
tional legislation, The Penitentiary ٥ 
well managed anid the convicts humanely 
treated, Your Attention is invited to the 
: want of accommodations for a larger num- 
ber ot conyicts thad are now confined, If 
the number of convicts incteases in the 
fame proportion the present year as they 

increased last year the present prison build- 

ing will be entirely inadcquate, and you 
should make provisions for them elsewhere, 
, T'he number of convicts confined under the 
issid contract on the first day of the pres- 
ent month was thiitv-four, The number 
ot pardons granted since the adjournment 


ot your predecessors, and the reasons there- 


he transportation | 107, will be wabmited to you at an early 


duy ot the ses-ion, À 

lu eompliauce with tiw law in relation 
to the indigent insane, [ advbstignd far bids 
tor ‘their oare and maintenance, wad the 
lowest bid received was eight dollars aud 
fiity cents per Week per capita, I rejected 
all bids and contracted in the name of the 
Territory, with Dr, A. H, Mitchell, ot. the 
Warm Springs Asylum, Deer Lodge coun- 


| paid the United States for keeping our Y. Steight dollars per week per capita 


I exacted a bund irom the cantractur in 
the sum of ten thousand dollars, for the 


d one-half to | {#itbful performance of the contract, and 


limited the eontíact to March 1, 1879. 


The tees of the Olerks ot tlie District and | Forty-three (43) insane persons and one (1) 


ldotic person have been admitted to the 
asylum under the contract; nine (U) have 
been discharged, cured, four haye been 
sent to friends in the Statessiace February, 
A. D. 1877, und thirty-twe werg still con- 
fined in vie asylum on the first day of Jau- 


growth ot the vital busiuets iuter.éta of | UAL, 1879. i 


I have visited tho asylum twice, and | 
from personal inspection of the same Î am ` 


the | satisfied that the institution is well man | 


rowms are commodi us, the betding clean, 
and comfortable and the clothing furniso 
ed each inmate warm and tidy, The law | 


should be amended so as t: anhoriae the 
rapa of a reputable physician tå virit 
aAyina add هوه‎ asah 
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each year, and report to the Governor the 
condition of the iumates, the character of 
their treatment, and the names of such us 
ghould be discharged, and such recommen 
dati ne as to the medical treatment of the 
inmates und their general management us 
he may deem proper. 

I commend to your favorable considera- 
tion the report ot the Superintendent of 
Fubhe Instruction, whichis herewith trans 
untted, It exhibits the rapid advancement 
made in the cause of eduoution throughout 
tee Terntory during the last two years, 

The lively interest manitested by all 
classes of citizens in our benificent system 
of free schools, 18 welt calculat;d to gratify 
every friend ot popular education, The 
highest duty of a law maker in a free gov- 
ernment ia to provide for the education of 
every child in the commonwealth and to 
secure for the system of free schoola the 
fosterjag care of the government The 
true system of education is founded upon 
the principle that embraces with equal at 
fection the children ot the poor and the 
rich. All races and colors should be 
the recipients ot the beneficence ot the aps- 
tem. In a country where universal suff- 
rage is tke birthright of every ci izen, 1t is 
necessary for hin to possess learning suffi- 
cient ta enable him $o become acquainted 
with his own rights, and his rulers’ duties, 
his duty to his Cicator, his neighbor and 
himself. . 

Many of tbe best, scholars and philoso- 
phers, and etatesmen iu the land, who bave 
been applauded by civi'ized Christendom 
for their learning and geniue, in bath pub- 
lic and private life, were, when young, 
poor and destitute of property; yet, 
through their own exertions, sided by the 
system of tree schools of the older States, 

were enabled t» raise themselves trom the 
lowest circumstances to the heights of 
tame sud usefulness Let the common 
achool system ot Montana beuniversal in its 
blessings, that no child may be denied its 
benefits. I cheerfully approve the recom- 
mendations of the Superintendent, and ask 
for them your favorable consideration, 


Section two of tbe election law provides 


_ that no person convicted of treason, felony 
; or bribery, unless restored to civil rights, 
shall be permitted to yote at any election 
| 10 tho Territory2As no officer appears to be 
clothed with the authority to restore per- 
sons convicted of felony to thelr civil 
rights, some legislation is demanded at 
your hands, conferring anthority to re- 
store persons to their civil rights who have 
forfelted the same by the commission o! 
crime, A person convicted of a felony 
, should not, in my opinion, be restored to 
civil rights except for meritorious charac- 
ter as a citizen before conviction, and good 
conduct during continement in prison. 
„The Probate act of the last sesion pro- 
vides that the money ariing from 6 
sale of the property of the estates of de 
ceased persons, unclaimed by legal heirs 
for a certain petiod, shall be paid by the 
, Court settling the estate, to the Territorial 
' Treasurer, to the credit of the general 
school lund. This provision is not in har 
mony with our lawa, as no general school 


+ 


I think the moral sentiment of the peo “The eleventh cause of challenge te a 
ple ot the Territory demande the enact- || juror in criminal causes should be amended 
ment of » law requiriug the observance ot || so that when the juror says he has formed 
the Babbnta day, as a day of rest, No act || or expressed an opiniop ae to the guilt or 
of the Legislature will add more to our [| innocence of the accused, tbe Court should 
moral standing as people than prohibit- J be required to examine bim under oath as 
ing comman labor on the Sabbath day f to the grounds of such opinion and if it 
This subject was go important as to draw || bas been founded upon reading newspaper 
trom the lamented Lincoln, when Presi || statements, comments, or reports, or upon 
dent, ın 1862, the following words sd jÎ rumor or hearsay and not upon Conversa- 
dressed to the army and navy: “The || tion with witnesses of the transaction, or 
President, Commander-in-Chiet of army || reading reporta of their testimony, or hear- 


and navy, decires‘and enjoins the orderly || ing them testify; and 1f the juror shall 


observance of the Sabbath day by the | say on hrs oath tliat he feels able, notwith- 
standing euch opinion, to render an im- 
officers and men in the military and naval partial verdict upon the law and the evi- 
service, The importance of the prescribed | gence ; and if the Court be satisfied that 
weekly test, the sacred right. ot Christian | ine juror is impartial and will render auch 
soldier and sailors, w becoming deference | a verdict, i£ may admis such juror as com- 
to the best sentiment of a Chriatian people | petent to serve in such care. It will greatly 
and a due regard for the Divine will, der Freduce the expenses of jury tiise if you 
mand that Sunday labor in the army and | wiii reduce the number of peremptory chal- 
navy be reduced to the measure of strict lenges of jurors in both civil and criminal 
| necessity. The discipline and character of | cages, and I beneve no injustice will result 
| the national forces should not suffer, | (o Jitigante, 
nor the cause they defend be imperilled ان‎ ‘The cattle interest of the Territory has 
the profanation of the day or namé of the | become ٥٧ important that it should receive 
Mort High.” The first general order issued | such recognition trom the Legislature ag ite | 
by the "rather of hia country,” ater the Importance demands, The cattle disease 
Declaration af Independence, todicates thé | that has recently appearcd 1n the Territory 
spint in which our tastitutions were! should be inyestigated by a competent 
founded, and should ever be defended?) commission ao that a remedy may be dis- 
“The General hopes and trusts that every | covered and the destruction of the herde, 
officer and maa will endeavor t» live and | jf possible prevented It is suggested that 
act as becomes Christian soldiers, detend-.| those driving cattle from the Territory 
ing the dearest rights and liberties of their Î should be compelled to have their herds 
country.” I earnestly commend this eub- | branded with a brand known among cattle 
ject to your favorable consideration, And ' men asa “road brand,” that their cattle 
trust you will not hesitate to place Mon- may be distinguished.from the cattle on the 
tana op a moral level with the States and ! range through which the outgoing herd 
Territories that have long since enacted ' may pags, Cattle atealing and branding 
such a law. cattle belonging to others have been car- 
From November 20, A. D , 1867, to 1873, pied on to auch 8 extent as to appear to 
the law required that jury fees should be require additional and special legislation 
taxed by tne court against the cosuccessful for the protection ot cattle occupying the 
party io each civit action tried by jury. common range; and the question qf afford- 
Chis law was so just and necessary th ıt its ing cattle ewners further protection for 
repeal in direct terms was never eaggested, their property js respectfully commended to 
but it disappeared from the «titutes when your caretul consideration. 
the "Codified Laws" took effect. This To enable the Secretary of the Territory 
omission your predecessors have failed to to certify to the official character of County 
‘supply, but the justice of re-enactiug this officers vie certificate of the County Board 
law 18 80 appareut that [ confidently hope of Canvassers should be filed in the 
that you will pot omit to restore the act Secretar ۱١ office and each officer should be 
omitted trom the "Coditied Laws?" That commissioned by the Governor and a 


. the several counties should be required ۵ 
pay the expense ot. juries In civil cases ia fn nd «d e same made by the Secretary 


ı which the people have no interest, is so . 

manifeatly unjust that I cannot understand The operation of the Attachment Law 

why it was omitted trom the “Codified | Works great "injustice tothe debtor clase, 

Lawe,” or the reason your predecessors because of tha summary manner in which 

tailed to restore the law when its omission | it may ne iovoked. No attachment should 
he issued against the property of a citizen 


waa discovered, A : 
The recent action of Congress reducing | "i'hout an affidavit of the plaintiff ming 


the representation in both branches of the it filed, setting forth the existance of 
Legislative Assembly will neceesitite the gome one cf the following grounds: Tha 
reapportionment ot the Territory for legis- the claim of the plelntift ia just the Mi 
lative purposes. he ought to recover; thet the defendant is 
Since the adjournment of your predeces- ۾‎ non-resident ot the Counsy, or bas ab- 
sors, upon the app'ication ef the people of gconded with the intent to defraud bis 
Custer county, [ appointed a Board of creditors, or has leit the county of his resi- 
County Commissioners for said county, dence to avold the eervice of s snmmons, or 


, and they at once organized the county Dy hasso concealed himself that ۵ 596 
; the appointment of the necessary 08-68 cannot bo served on him, or is about to re 


to serve until the general election in 1878, moye his property out of the county with 


fuud is provided for by tbe laws; The county government has been in suc- intent to defraud bia creditora, oris about 


of the Territory, and the Territorial 


cessful operation since its organmaticB to convert his property into money fir the 


Treasurer bas been compelled to retain in | and a full set of officers were elected by purpose ot placing it beyond the reach of 


the Treasury, the money he has received | the people at the Nevember election, 


from the estates of deceased persons for 


his creditors, or has rights in action which 
It fs respectfully recommended thata ‘he conceals, or has fraudulently contracted 


the want of authority to pay the same on | law be enacted to regulute the running of the i i 
the general indebtedness, or to trans- | stage coaches, and previde for the safety which amit i bout to te brown for 
fer the same, pro rata, to the several coun- | of stage passengers, ° The driver ot a stage — The rate ot toll tor giinding grain should 
ties for the benetit of the public schools | Coach or stage wagon used for the convey-* be regulated by law, and the responsitiiit 
AB legal helra may be discovered and | snce of passengers, for hire er reward, of mill owners for the aafe-keep og of ail 
claim the moneys so paid into the Terri-| should be prohibited from leaving the grain received for the purpose of bei 
torial Treasury, such moneys should be} horses attached to such stags coach or ground should be fixed by law, g 
transferred to the general fund; ‘tor in case | Wagon, while passengers femain in the ° [submit to you the question whether 
the mopeys were claimed it could only be same, without first making his horses fast any additional legislation is nécessary to 
_ paid by a warrant on the general fund ; with a antficient haltér, rope, or chain, or protect the persuns and property ot citizens 
! the moneys therefore should be placed to | by placing the reins ia the hands of some from tumulta, rinte, mobs, or any body of 
the credit of that fund, suitable person to prevent their runn.ng; men acting together to commit a felony, or 
The expenses incurred in the trial of | and the owner of every stage coach Tor the to door threaten violence, to break or 
persons charged with felony, if conviction | conveyance of presehgers inthe nighttime, threaten to break or resist the lawa of the 


is had, should be paid out of the Terri 


for hire or reward, should be compelled te Territory, or where there is reasonable ap 


torial Treasury instead of by the county io , have affixed to the same, in the usus! man- prehension thereof. 


which the telony was committed. The; ner, two good and sufficient lamps, and 


Iam assured that certain enterprising 


Territory ut large is interested in the con- | the driver should not be permitted to drive citizens of the Territory will make the ex 


viction and punishment of persons guilty 
of felony, no matter in what county of the 


such stage conch at night time, when the perim: nt ot boric i 
g artesian wellsif the Ter 
| road or track cannot be distinctly seen; ritory or counties will afford some encour 


Territory the crime is committed, This | without having ligtited up said lamps «nd agement to t ri t 
rule of law obtains in the States and | continuing them lighted during the night; vow of the su lel btiy nk, fn 


' should be enacted here. 


and such other legisiatien as will add te supply of water by means of artesian wells 


The law does not appear tû be clear that | the safety ef paseenger travel on coaches, in Gulifornis, that the subject is worthy of 


the District Attorneys are required to ap- 

for the Territory in actions brought 
by or against Territorial officers, As these 
officers are paid an annual salary from the 


The law authorizing only certain desig- your favorable consideration, 
nated officers to administer oaths to per- ^ The Indian situation in the Territory 
sons appointed or elected to office, works since the acjourament of your predecessors . 
great inconvenience and ae it serves no hag been very unsatisfactory. The raids ot 


Territorial "Treasury, they should be re- | good purpose it should be repealed, so a8 the Nez Parces and Bannack Indians were 
quired as 4 part of their official duty, to | tò suthorize oaths of office to be adminis- yery destructive of lile and property, and 
appear and detend in all actions brought | tered by any officer authorized to adminis has greatly discouraged Immigration and 


against Territorial officers in their officia! 
capacity; and ute all cases brought 


by the Territory, and their salary should | third biennial message, are reproduced gnd 


ter oaths for general purposes, investment of capital in tie Territory 
The following views, presented in my Nothing so much retards the settlement 
Mtowth of a country as continual 


| bein full fer peroentage on all moneys and your sttentiun is respectfully invited trouble and deptedations trom Indians, 


t 


| otherwise. 


collected for the Terntory, by suit or | to the sme: 


Citizens nre. often driven from their homes " the troops serving temporarily in the Ter- 


in the mi fat of the busy sesson of harvest 
and the hard labor of 4 season lost, and 
they left, probably, penniless, to brave the 
cold and storms of our winters without 
toad or shelter for themselves and families. 
Thb absence ot any law of the Territory for 
the organization of the militia aud the re 
fussi of the War Department to sanction 
the employment of the same to assist the 
mere handful ot United Stutes troops 
against ths hostile Nez Perces in 1877, leit 
the Territorial authorities and the people 
helpless to protect those of onr citizens who 
were so unfortunate as to be found in the 
section through which the hostiles passed 
The pathetic appeal to the Executive trom 
our citizens in exposed localities could only 
be answered by sayiog that the Territorial 
Government was powerless to render them 
any protection. No Government iw enti 
tled to the respect or support of the people, 
that is incapabte or unwilling ta protect 
the lives and property ot its citizens, In 
view of the experience of the past two 
years it appears to be the duty of the 
Legislature to place the people in s condi 
tou to defend themselves and propert 
from Indian incursiona. The mast intelli 
gent estimate made by the United States 
authorities, places the number of hostile 
Indians, with Sitting Bull’s camp near the 
northern line of the Territory, at between 
fourteen and fifteen hundred lodges. Be- 
tween this large and threstening force of 
hostile Indians, and our settlers in Choteau 
county, there is interposed one small com- 
pany of United States soldiers. It is no 
longer wise for the people to look to the 
general government for sole protection 
from depredations by Indians, The peo- 
ple, capable of bearing arms, should be 
organized, drilled and disciplined, ready 
for any emergency that may arise. The 
Indians have in the last ten years destroyed 
enough property for the people to have 
paid the expenses ot a well organized mili 
tary force that would have punished the 
Indians and made the destruction of lite 
and property improbable, it not impossible, 
The present situatien of this Terntory 
appears to warrant the consolidution of 
the two Military Districts iuto a Depart- 
ment, and the public sentiment of the peo- 
la points with entire unanimity to Brevet 
Major General Nelson A. Miles; Celonel of 
the Sth Iufaatry, as the preper officer to 
tommand the same, Is may be unusual 
fer the people of a Territory to ask the 
military authorities ot the United States 
to asigna particular officer to command 


+ that may seek protection in her territory. 


| ritory, but it is unuettal for a "Territory to 
be overrun by Indians every ge lor want 


of an able and energetie offer to com- 
mand the troops serving theres, General 
Miles has shown himself to be an able and 
energetic officer, as his record of two years' 
service in. the District of the Yellowstone 
clearly demonstrates, His assignment to 
command all the military forces in this 
Teriitory would reassure every border get 
tler, and would encourage settlements io 
every locality heretofore regarded as dan- 
gerous, and in case he should ask assist- 
ance, our people would respond to his cali 
and.serve a8 gallantly as any troops I 
respectfully recommend that the Legisla- 
ture memorialize the President, asking the 
organization of Montana .iate a Depart- 
ment, and the aseiznment of General Miles 
to command the same. 

The British government continues to 
afford an asylum tor all the hostile Indians 


x فیس‎ 


1 


The safety cf our people requires that they 
should be removed fur into the interior of 
that country. Their present location near 
the line makes them a standing menace to 
the peace and prosperity of thie Teritory 

I again urge upon the Legislative As- 
sembly, the propriety of making a libera; 
appropriation to’ enable the collection, 
printing and distribution of matter de 
scriptive of the resources and climate of 
Montana. I suggest that this work be en 
trusted to a board of officers composed oi | 
the Territorial Auditor, Territorial Treas- | 
urer and Territorial. Superintendent o! 
Public Instruction. ° 

I respectfally urge that you memorialize 
Congress to continue the annuái appropri- 
ation for tmproviag the navigation of the 
Missouri river, and that the Yellowstone 
river be included in the appropriation, 

Former Leyisiatures have failed to fix 
the fees of Clerk of the Supreme Court. 
This duty ‘you should not omitto dis- 
charge at the present session. 

The change made in the statute of lim 
itationa by the last Legislative Assembly 
was unwise, and was not demanded by the 
beat interests of the people I recommend 
that e formerlaw on that subject be re- 
stored. 


1 The law in relation to proceediogs be 
fore Justices ot the Peace should be amend- 
ed by simplifying the rules of proceedings, 
and providing tor a stay of execution for a 
reasonable period on all judgments render- 
ed in justices courts, by the judgment debt- 
or giving security on the docket tor the 
pavment of the judgment when the stay 
pexpires, 


| 


) 


Tbe Utah aud Northern railroad is rap 


idly approaching the Territory, and assur- 
ances are given out that it will reach our 


border during the present year, 67 
neously with the completion of this road 


into Montana, will come a large influx of 


population and wealth, which will give a 
new impetus to our present industries, 


‘and inaugurate new ones that will add to 


our prosperity and wealth, 

It is claimed with great plausibility by 
the projectors and builders of this road, 
that ıt is but due to their enterprive in 
building the road two hundred miles over 
a country that is of but little value, to 
reach Montans, that the road constructed 


in Montana should be exempt from taxa- 


tion for a number of years. 

White I have always held that it was not 
advisable for the people اه‎ the Territory to 
grant a money subsidy to railroad corpora- 
tione, yet I believe that it ie not only rea- 
sonable, but just, that you should exempt 
the Utah and Northern rallroad from tax 
ation for such a period as may appear just 
to the people et the Territory and the 
toad. : 

We are yet limited in our abi'ity to pay 
mouey subsidies to encourage enterprises 
tor the benefit of the Teriitory, but we are 
rich in our ability to exempt great enter- 
prises from taxation The subject will, 
Ihave no doubt, be presented to you in 
practical farm, and I trust you will give 
it a calms and impartid cousidera tion, free 
irom bias and prejudice, only keeping in 


‘View the rights of the people and the pros- 
perity of the Territory. 


In conclusion, accept the assurance of 
my hearty co-operatior iu the work of the 
session. B, F, POTTS. 

EXECUTIVE DEPATMRNT, ! 

HELENA, January 13, 1879. 
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